
Annotations: 

Provides context by referencing the 
measurements made in the previous 
day. This helps to motivate this day’s 
work. 
Compares new measurement to 
previous measurement and provides 
interpretation of comparison. 

 

 

 

 

Provides subjective interpretation  
of plotted results. 
 
Plot is well labeled with axes, units, 
and legend. 

 

 

Clearly states all objective 
information pertinent to the 
measurements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preliminary analysis of results, 
synthesized in well labeled plot and 
accompanied by evaluation of fitting. 



 

 

 In this second example of a research notebook, the entry comes after a number of days of 
attempting to troubleshoot and understand a particular piece of equipment. The researcher has 
tried a number of different approaches to characterize the behavior of the piece of equipment over 
this time period. This 
entry was written at the 
conclusion of this 
process. 

 

 

 

 

Specifies files where results 
of measurements and 
analysis can be located. 

Describes interpretation of 
results. 

 

 

 

 

The researcher then 
synthesizes the results of 
the previous several days of 
characterization. This 
concise description makes 
the full picture clearer than 
if one had to read back over 
all previous entries.  

The researcher then goes on 
to describe the future 
direction for the experiment.  



This concise description shows 
consideration for a broader audience. 

Thorough description of process 
performed during the day and makes 
clear the comparison with previous 
day’s results. 

 

Speculation about potential cause of 
observed discrepancy. 

 

 

 

Thoroughly labeled plot with all 
potentially relevant information. 

 

 

 

 

Explicitly states the intended test to 
determine the cause of the 
discrepancy. 

 

 

Well labeled plot with interpretation. 

 

 

 

 

The concise synthesis of all tests 
performed allows for other 



researchers to quickly understand results. 

 

Researcher connects the current day’s 
work with previous results so that reader 
may easily reference and understand the 
background to the current work 
(“synthesize again”)  

 

Researcher makes it clear that they 
obtained a null result. 

 

 

Makes thorough list of hypotheses about 
the cause of the null result. This list may 
serve to motivate subsequent days’ 
measurements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After testing all of their hypothesis the 
researcher then provides motivation for 
the direction of the subsequent day’s work. 
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